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SASHINGTOMN, AUG .33 C(REUTERS)=-4 Col oAe~INSPIRED STORY rHAT
wuE SCVIET UMION |S CONSIDERING 6 NUCLEAR STRIKE AGAINST CHINA
HAS CAUSED SERIOUS CONCERN IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT HERE. :

THE STORY, WHIC% 4AS BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO CENTRAL AINTELL IGENCE
AGENCY SOURCES BY SEVERAL DIPLOMATIC REPGRTERS, 1S CONTRARY TO
THE STATE DEPARTMENT‘S OGN ASSESSMENT OF MOSCOW™S THIMKING
ABOUT 1TS DISPUTES WIT PEKING . '

SOME STATE DEPARTMENT GFFICIALS FEEL THE Col.A4"5 SPEAKING
YT ONLY SERVES TO WEAKEI THE UYedo ATTEAPT TO PLAY 4 NEUTRAL
ROLE IN THE RUSSIA~CHINA THEPUTE. :

CFQOR THE TIWE BEING, 40WEVER, SECRETARY OF STATE HILLFAM —

P.A0GERS IS KEEPING HIS CRI!ISEUA UNDER WRAPS, AND THE DEPARTMENT ™S ™
oPOKESMAN HAS BEEM BRUSHING ASICE QUESTIONS ABOUT DISASREEMENTS :
BETYEEN ROGERS AND Ceieds JIRECTORRICHARD HELMS.
SEVERAL DIPLOMATIC REPORTERS IN YASHINGTON ZARLTERTHIS
.ﬂEEK JUOTED Coled. SOURCES-=-440 PRESUMABLY HELMS
cyrnAL DIPLOMATIC REPORTERS N WASHINGTON EARLIER THIS
WEEK JUOTED Caledte SOURCES-=4HiD PRESUMABLY HELMUS HIM3IELF-=-
AS SAYING MOSCOW HAS SDUKDED JuT TS COMMUNIST ALLIES ON THEIR
REACTION TO a RUSSIAN NYCLEAR STRIKE AGAINST CHINESE ATTACK
PNSTALLATIONS . _ : -

THEIR REFORTS ALSO SA1D THI IXON ADAPMISTRATION WAS GROWING
INCREASINGLY ALARMED OVER THE (HANCES 07 A SIMO-SOVIET WAR,

THIS REPORTED THINKING 3Y HELIAS COHTRADICTS 30TH ON-THE-
RECZORD AND BACKGROUND kNFaqma.n“u °QuVIDED BY TOP STATE
DEPARTMENT OFFIC1ALS . it

ASKED LA3T WEEK A4B0UT THE POSSISILITY THAT THE SOVIET UNION _
HIGHT ATTACY CHiINA ¥I1TH HUCLTAR BOMBS, ROGERS SAID "1 THINK
THE 39ST JYDGMENT 15 THAT T YILL NOT 00 SO.™

LMORED) CAMD Y LEN/ESB ) -

HANT
HORIn2  EPM8ES

15T ADD WASHINGTOH JUCLIARS

RS ADDED THAT RUSS1a” '0ULD BE FACED WITH A VERY SER1O0US
1" BECAUSE 1T 4OLLD YECOME IAVOLVED IN A LAND WAR WITH

08 £l
""’1 TILLIGN SHMINESE ESYEN F i0300W 4ADE A STRIKE. HE 3SAID THE
7”“‘»8!3‘55 TCOULD TAKE OVER A }Q‘D SEGHMENT OF THE AREA UP T0O
PECtLG-=THEY PROBABLY CQULD _l-_i TAKE OVER. PEKING" BUT STILL GET
INTO - LAND WAR. :

THEN, ON THURSDAY, CTHER STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIHALS SAID THAT

SHILE THE SINO-SOVIET BORDER U ISPUTE REMAINED & SERIQUS PEACE
. THREZAT, ALL THE REPORTS THEY 4AD ABOUT A MOSCOW PRE-EMPZIVE
“T'?H“. YERE TLOW GRADE.”
THEY TENDED TO @INIMIZE RZIPORTS OF A POSSIBLE M0SCON ATTACK :
On CHiINA, SAYING THERE #AS WO QH CT INFORMATION TO CONFIRM THEM.
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